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Octe 31, 1952, 


Dear li, Sweet: 


Enclosed is the Yorktown notes dated Aprs 
llth, 1778, with the signature of Jas. Wilson, whom I 2 
believe to be the James Wilson, signer from Pennsylvania, ‘ 
I have collected these old notes for thirty years now and 
have probably as fine a collection of them as has ever 
been assembled, This is the only Jas, Wilson I have ever 
seen in all that time, tho a James Wilson was authorised 
to sign the notes. I now will wait for your decision or 
that of one of the experts you mentioned, 


I have the Josiah Newes signature which 
you mentioned but knew it to be Josiah, and not Josephs 
I do have the following Signers on Colonial or Continen- 
tal Currency} 


William Ellery on Rhode Island ahese 

John Hart on New Jersey notes, iemmrkexiopl 

Francis Hopkinson on Pennsylvanta noted 

Philip Livingston on early New York note. (He was author~ 
ized but the signature is very faint) 

John Morton on Pennsylvania notes, 

George Walton on Georgia notes 

James Wilson on Continentals.(?) 

Abraham Clark was authorized to sign ‘ew Jersey notes 

but we have never turned up a note 





Of course, as you know, there were a num~ 
ber of other prominent men who signed the various colony 
issues and I have just about all of those authorized, My 
collection numbers over two thousand notes of the colon~ 
ies and the Congress, and is as complete as possible re- 
garding the signers, I have never considered myself an 
autograph collector, being mainly interested in the issues 
and the denominations. That is the reason I have never 
joined the NSAC,. Some ten years ago I planned to publish 
a check list of the various issues, including all the 
authorized and known signers, The field for such a book 
is very limited and to do the job the way I wanted to do 
it, an edition of 209 copies would have cost me some $20 — 
a book and I could not see a market for thems Now, it 
would cost more, So, my notes remain as they were back in 
the forties and I still add a note here and there when I 
ean locate something different. 


S5oth the Anerican Numismatic Association: 
and the American Numistatic Society have urged me to com- 
alee that book, the latter some does back, considered 
$0 Allwmbrate tcc may of the carly motes, mineun pieces, 
and that ran the cost out of proportion. I would also 
like to show a facsimile of each know signer, from each 
colony, and had a very competent copgter, or whatever one 
would aall him, lined up to do the work. Then he died. 
Frou natural causes» 





Smough of past history. Sxamine this at 
your leésure and return to me. Et den di Seams ew of 
the Confederate bonds, I'd like to see them, fy own in- 
terest is only in the Florida material, but I will hold 
a few of the bonds for this chap in Korea, 





Yours truly, 








HARLEY L. FREEMAN 
353 SOUTH ATLANTIC AVENUE 
ORMOND BEACH, FLORIDA 


Oct. 31, 1952. 


Dear Mr. Sweet: 


Enclosed is the Yorktown note, dated Apr. 
llth, 1778, with the signature of Jas. Wilson, whom I 
believe to be the James Wilson, signer from Pennsylvania. 
I have collected these old notes for thirty years now and 
have probably as fine a collection of them as has ever 
been assembled. This is the only Jas. Wilson I have ever 
seen in all that time, tho a James Wilson was authorized 
to sign the notes. I now will wait for your decision or 
that of one of the experts you mentioned. 


I have the Josiah Hewes signature which 
you mentioned but knew it to be Josiah, and not Joseph. 
I do have the following Signers on Colonial or Continen- 
tal Currency; 


William Ellery on Rhode Island notes. 
John Hart on New Jersey notes. Krancisxit 
Francis Hopkinson on Pennsylvania notes 
Philip Livingston on early New York note. (He was author- 

ized but the signature is very faint) 
John Morton on Pennsylvania notes. 
George Walton on Georgia notes : : 
James Wilson on Continentals.(?) — Jat HAMMAN acon Welan. tp , 
Abraham Clark was authorized to sign New Jersey notes 
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ber of other prominent men who signed the various colony ° 
issues and I have just about all of those authorized. My 
collectioh numbers over two thousand notes of the colon- 
ies and the Congress, and is as complete as possible re- 
garding the signers. I have never considered myself an 
autograph collector, being mainly interested in the issues 
and the denominations. That is the reason I have never 
joined the NSAC. Some ten years ago I planned to publish 
a check list of the various issues, including all the 
authorized and known signers. The field for such a book 

is very limited and to do the job the way I wanted to do 
it, an edition of 200 copies would have cost me some 20 
a book and I could not see a market for them. Now, it 
would cost more. So, my notes remain as they were back in 
the forties and I still add a note here and there when I 
can locate something different. 
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Both the American Numismatic Association 
and the American Numismatic Society have urged me to com- 
plete that book, the latter some years back, considered 
putting it out as one of their monographs, but I wanted 
to illustrate too many of the early notes, museum pieces, 
and that ran the cost out of proportion. I would also 
like to show a facsimile of each know signer, from each 
colony, and had a very competent copyer, or whatever one 
would aall him, lined up to do the work. Then he died. 
From natural causes. 


Enough of past history. Examine this at 
your leisure and return to me. If you do locate any of 
the Confederate bonds, I'd like to see them. My own in- 
terest is only in the Florida material, but I will hold 
a few of ‘the bonds for this chap in Korea. 


Yours truly, 
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October 31, 1960 


Mr. Lewis M. Raisig 
20 Russell Road 
Albany 3, New York 


Dear Mr. Raisig: 


You have done much fine writing and I feel that I should 
write my thoughts. 


I enjoyed the subject matter of your article in the October, 
1960 Scrapbook and am glad you recognize that "the last word 
has not yet been written". You don't have to do much to get 
me to write on the subject again and before doing so I wish to 
raise a few issues. 


You say that “eutts" are drawings and I don't follow your 
theory. I think they are type metal blocks whether made from 
engraved negatives cut in copper or not. The 36 cutts which 
Hopkinson made for the May 10, 1775 issue can only be blocks 
used on that one issue. There are four different rectangular 
border blocks on the front of each of nine denominations 
making a total of 36. There are ten circular cuts and eight 
leaf design elements on these pieces. The $20 note has no 
blocks and the same circular cuts as the $30 note. Therefore 
I conclude that the cuts were the 36 rectangular blocks as 
there is no other conelusion I can logically reach. The leaf 
design blocks were probably made by Smithers as he had done 
similar ones for Pennsylvania currency. The maker of the cir- 
cular design cuts is still speculatory but if Hopkinson drew 
seven of them Rittenhouse could not make 36 cuts from them. 
Others participated in the designsas shown by the committee 
report on Hopkinson's clain. : | 


You seem to believe the notes were printed from plates. You 
refer to “Smither's plates", "Plates for the First Issue", 

and “Copper plates for the Currency". They were not printed 
from plates but from cuts and type in a locked frame. Couhter- 
feits were identified because usually counterfeits were printed 
from plates. (See: Counterfeit Continental Currency Goes to War). 


x . 
a Re 


Page 2 October 31, 1960 


Mr. Lewis M. Raisig 


You quote poor old Dickeson that there is a Continental Dollar 
with the Rin the inner circle. This does not exist as he was 
mixed up againe 


I believe your point that Hopkinson lived only 25 miles from 
Gallaudet is a good one. 


Ned Barnsley and I have located what we believe is the 1775 
source of the description of the circular devices on the 
Continental Currency and I may submit that for publication. I 
could discreetly mention my thoughts as above expressed and 

add other new data. Would you have any objection. I certainly 
want you to have the opportunity to answer me on any differences 
we may have. 


Let me hear from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


BRIC P. NEWMAN 


BPN/« b> 
atb 


YALE UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF NURSING 
310 CEDAR STREET 


NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
19 December 1960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman ¢ ne 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. an 


2" | 
a - 
400 Washington Avenue | i, ee 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 
Dear Mr. Newman: . 


Many thanks for your stimulating letter of 31 October. I regret that 
several circumstances (including the direction. of your letter to an old 
address) have so delayed my reply. 


LI must reiterate to you now two features of my article in Numismatic 
Scrapbook, October 1960: (1) the intention to summarize the known facts 
concerning the makers of the first issue of the Continental Currency, 
and (2) the inevitable conclusion that "All of the makers involved with 
these bills of credit were located logically in Philadelphia, and all 
(including the committee members) performed logically within their known 
and expected experience, artistry and craftmanship." 


It is Craigie and Hulbert in their Dictionary, not I, who say that a "cutt" 
may be an impression from a design, or the design so engraved. If a "cutt" 
may be an impression, I believe it may also be a drawing of the design or 
of the impression from the design. Thus, a "cutt" might be the drawing of 
a proposed note face, or the note face itself, or the design (in whatever 
material) to produce a note face. When I wrote of "cutts" as drawings, I 
could mean nothing else but devices as they would appear on the notes. 


I believe that from the depth of your own knowledge of the method of 
preparing the Currency you have given too much importance and meaning to the 
coincidental appearance of the number 36. It seems unlikely that Rittenhouse, 
who (p.2826) "apparently incorporated Hopkinson's and others! devices into 
Several drawings or sketches suitable for engraving" would have become 
involved in preparing type metal border blocks and leaf elements, when these 
components would logically be available and forthcoming from the engraver. 


Can you not accept the possibility that the 36 refers to 36 trial drawings 
of devices (here called "cutts"), or essays, of which ten were accepted and 
used in the first issue of the Currency? 


I must admit to semantic looseness in my use of the terms "plates" and "blocks", 
but there can be no conflict if as you say plates may have been used to prepare 
the blocks, and if Smither completed both plates and blocks. 


| Dickeson was not necessarily mixed up in this, even though he may have been 
_ caught out in other errors. He may have seen a dollar with an R, or he may 
_have reported another's claim. His statement has weight until it can be 

| objectively disproved. 


YALE UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF NURSING 
310 CEDAR STREET 


NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 


Mr. Eric P, Newman; 19 December 1960; 2 


ft have not the slightest objection to your disagreeing with my summary, 
and I would like very much to see an article by you on the method of 
making the currency. This would provide a good vehicle to mention your 
ideas on the makers. Since my intention was also to encourage further 
research on the Currency, any writing by you would be most welcome, both 
for its own content and to stimulate new study. 


I must keep repeating this one conclusion: all of those involved in the 
first issue of the Currency were in or very near Philadelphia, and all 

were chosen for their special skills or qualities, and all acted within 
those skills or qualities. And I must point out again that your 

insistence that a "cutt" in this reference is a type metal block gives 
Rittenhouse $1.33 per block, makes Rittenhouse an entirely out-of-character 
type-caster, and disagrees directly with the Craigie-—Hulbert alternate 
definition. 


May I wish you the finest holiday season, and the kind of New Year most 
appreciated by a fellow-author: bright with published articles. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


L. Miles Raisig /] 









Home address: 73 Edgewood Avenue 
New Haven 11, Conn. 


Is AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
Worcester 9, Massachusetts 36> MARCUS A. McCORISON, Librarian 


11 February 1963 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I am enclosing a copy of Pennsylvania from 
our inventory of colonial currency. You need 
not return it. 


Our sheet of unsigned notes dated May 10, 1775, 
is printed on rose colored paper. 


Sincerely yours, 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


M.g 


December 11, 1963 


Mr. Lynn Glaser 
3012 Joshua Road 7 
Lafayette Hill, Penna. 


Dear Lynn: 


Your article on Continental Currency in 
The Serapbook will, no doubt, stimulate a great 
deal of interest on that subject and I was cer- 
tainly delighted to see you devote your efforts 
in that direction. 


There is one particular item which I 
would like to have an immediate answer on. You 
state, on page 3457, that the $20 notes of the 
May 10, 1775 emission are "now known to have been 
printed by Paul Revere". You then refer to your 
September, 1962 article with respect to art in 
American coinage. 


I am extremely anxious to know your source 
for your statement. Did this come from Walter 
Breen? Do you have any evidence which you can 
let me have, immediately, as I have an article 
already sent in to the printer and I do not want 
to make a mis-statement. 

As soon as I hear from you on the fore« 
going I am going to send you a number of comments 
with respect to your article. / 

I hope you had a wonderful experience in 
England and that our paths will eross often in 
the future. 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN 








Dec. 14 (943? 


Thank you for your note. Now I must. make the admission of my 
fantastic slopiness. Since my girl firend bill is much too high to 
permit me the luxury of subscribing to coin magazines I didn't know 
about the Continental Currency article untill your letter. Since I don't 
have a copy of my ART IN COINAGE article either I am not sure how much 
information is contained in print. Furthermore my notes on this were 
more or less entirely incorporated into the article and when Hewitt 
accepted it I threw them out. : 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


For whatx it is worth I know that the attribution came from 
Mathew Stickney. I understand he?found some proof bills and the 
Mass. State coins together. The bills were from by plates known bg 
him to have been by Paul Revere. Where this appears in print I am 
not sure but I do not think it is too obscure, perhaps Crosby some 
where in the neighborhood of p. 300 (I sold my copy before I left 
for Furope, not much help). | 


The Art in Coinage as well as the Continental Currency article was 
worked on by Walter as well as myself, and although I am certain his 
information is no more extensive thah this Stickney attribution you 
might check with him. 


Wish I could be of more help. 


December 16, 1963 


Mr. Lynn Glaser 
3012 Joshua Road 
Lafayette Hill, Penna. 


Dear Lynn: 


~ = am sorry your finanees have been drained by the 
female sex. The only sympathy I can give you is that 1% will 
be worse after you are. married. 


| respect, your numismatie ability very week and, the re- 
fore, am going to/very frank with you. From my own knowledge, 
I noticed over 30 errors on & casual reading of your article 
on Continental Currency. TPhis upsets me as I am afraid I 
might find many more if I cheeked the detail against primary 
sources. You attempted to add information to the subject (and 
you did), and I wanted to give you the opportunity to amend 
the article if you wanted te. If you have thrown a11 your 
background material away it is almost hopeless to undertake 
such a project. Many ef the errors seem to have arisen where 
information was relayed to you froa Walter's memory by word 
of mouth. Even though the article was locked over by Walter 
it leaves you in the position of being responsible for what 
is stated. It is easy to be unaware of things. It is easy 
to make errors. I certainly have done my share, but I do 
everything I can to avoid both. For example, the Pavi 
Revere matter is completely a fieticn, in my opinion, and | 
it has been refuted long ago. There is clear evidence against 
it. | 


Some way should be found to correct this article with- 
out hurting you, or Walter. it is certainly unremunerative 
for you or Walter to work on the matter. 


Perhaps I am too conscientious about accuracy, 30 
give me your thoughts as to what you think sheuld be done. 


I am enclosing a photocopy of my preliminary seribbled 
notes. 


Most cordially, 


BPM/a th ERIC P,. NEWMAN 


December 17, 1963 


re Lee Hewitt, Editor 
Bumiesmetie Serapbook Ma gasine 
7320 Milwaukee Avenue 

Chieago h&, Illinois 


Dear Lee: 


/ I wrote Lynn Glaser about bis article on 
Continental Curreney in the Decenber Sevapbook. 

3 My preliminary reading disclosed 30 errors. 
Do you think, under the circumstances, something 
should be done to clarify the saatter? Or,ddé-you 


think it is unnecessarily controversial for me te 
stiek wy nose into the satter? De 


I eertainly do not understand how. Lynn 
Glager could throw out all bis material and rely 
on verbal communications from Snesated ete. 


Please let me hear from you. 


Singerely yours, 


ERTC PF. WEWMAN 
EPN/atd 


The 
NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK MAGAZINE 


7320 MILWAUKEE AVENUE « » ad CHICAGO 48, ILLINOIS. 














LEE F. HEWITT— 2/0, 


December 19, 1963 


Dear Hric: 


Regarding Lynn's Vonpiental sterye With as many 
as 30 errors...there isn t much else to be done 
except publish corrections. At least the very 
important ones. 


It can probablyvbe worded without doing too P 
much damage to Lynn's image as a researcher. We don t 
have many real numismatic students coming along as $%t 
ise Possibly open with "old myths die hard, etc as 
to Paul Hevere story...then my research on the subject 
is in @ifferent on some points, ete.,...some of the 
minor things could be covered as additional information, 
to minimize pointing out Lynn being wrong on too 
many points. 


If I can think of which volume “~sndall's 
letter was publish in, I,11 copy and send to Fows 
Whitman is toying with idea of publishing an Index to 
NSM, drop them a note of encouragément as ~ could 
use one myself. 


It is of interest that the copper ~uffalo is 
of the 2nd type. Taxay seems to have it in his head 
that + have a personal interest in the 1913 pices. 
I'm a great believer as far as government officials 
gO in letting sleeping dogs dies If Treasury dept took 
his book serious they would want to seize every pattern 
coin struck after 1873. Luckily Dr. 4oward, who would 
do just such a thing, is now involved in another dept. 


Sincere > 


on 








December 2, 1963 


Mr. Lynn Glaser 
3012 Joshua Road 
Lafayette Hill, Penna. 


Dear Lynn: 


‘IT am enclosing a photocopy of your article as 
printed. | | 


I find that most of the matters which are 
erroneous seem to be from information which was not 
available to you or seem to be items which were told to 
you by Walter and based upon information which was not 
available to hin. 


The article I have written will not particulariy 
relate to this subject. You could consider adding a 
supplement based upon new evidence which was brought out 
by your article and in that way build on rather than hars 
your original article. 


There is one other alternative, and that is to 
write the supplementary article togethér with you receiv- 
ing any compensation which Hewitt might pay. What I will 
do is, sit down and clarify the items in ay seribbied 
notes go thet you can understand my thinking. Then you 
can handle it any way you wish. 

My best wishes for the Holidays. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN . 
EPN/atb 


( 


Copy, & A_Le Nido 


Dec. 26 /563 2 
Dear My. Newman, 


Thanks for sending thenvhotos.of my article. 


There is dynething IT had forgotten about untill now. Before I 
wrote that article I was talking with Ken Bressett about doing one 
of the “hitman gcoin reference series on Colonial and Continental 
paver. (One or two vlos.) He said at the time that someone who was 
eoine to work for them Neil Shaffer (I think) was also thinking about 
it and for me to get in touch with him, etc. I wad one foot on the 
boat to Europe at the time and needed money so I just sold what I 
had to Hewitt, but now I have sOme moretime and as soon as I get this 
Eng. coin book out of the way (which should be soon. They will either 
tkal me to finish it tp or forget about it in a week or so) I could 
set to work on somthing of that order. The material in this article 
could largely be internolated amongst the issues, prices, etc. and 
corrected in the pwocess. There is certainly a need for a revised 


Wayte Raymond did a few years ago. 


ew 


version of that thing 


I'm not sure that the ¢ coin ref. series is down your line but 
if I were to work on it I whuld certainly request assistance from you 
to insure its accuracy. At any rate maybe something could be done 
there, instead of knocking at Hewitt's door again. I wouhd be willing 
to work on this, with you and or Shaffer (all though I am out of orig- 
inal and exiciting material to add and abéut the most I would do would 
be assemble a mss. and try to get something in the way of prices, 


nerhans submitt the material to you for correction(?) 


You might let me know what you think about this. Saving any 
niang Shaffer minhtthave: thesabovec idea! appearscto meio Credit for 
bedngca comsultant wou’d revert to you. £ 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thank you for your letter. I was alarmed to find I had done 
such a remarkable job of making mistakes! 


I am courious exactly what the project you had in mind was when 
you wrote me initially. If material such as appeared in my article 
anticipated anything you are working on I would be reluctant to use 
your material to patch it up. The article should just be forgotten 
about and your work would replace it. If this is not the case T will 
do something about it. 


Unless you want to prepare a second article discussing fhe sub— 
jgect J will get to work on a suplimental article (as soon as I find out 
where I can buy a sopy of NSB) which will include your corrections. If 
you feel that you should handle the subject (you are more competent 
to, certainly) I will leave it to you. If you think extensive correct— 
ions will be injourious to me ¥éu “tight mention that my article was 
largely guilty of sin of omission arising because it attempted to 
assemble material in old grfugetive references which in some instanses 
has been suplanted by medern material, My purvose being to present in 
addition to the little new material a bit of obsucre material (some 


of which seemingly deserved obsurity.) 


If you want me to work on it det me know and I will prepare another 
article which I will suomitk for your examination before I send it 
to Hewitt. 


What do you mean my finances will be worse after I'm married? 
Man! I'm an artist. Webster defines an artist as some one who marries 
@ rich woman and then retires to be a bum. 


If you are interested in errors the project I'm working on now 


over 


should make you pause for a moment or two. I'm doing a catalogue of 
Fnglish coins from 1066 tp untill Ken Bressett's book for Whitman. 
Just the automatic errors which come as a process of simplification 
are enough t@ make me throw up my hands, but in addition to that 

T don't knowm anything about how much things cost. This latter will 
no doubt be taken care of when the book is seralized in the WHITMAN 
JOURNAL though...At anyrate its a big tedious project and its keeping 
the kgys on this typewriter warm. 


December 27, 1963 


Suggestions as to article on Continental Currency by Lynn Glaser 


Page 

345) 
345k 

3454 


3455 


3455 


Col. 


L 
2 


fhe Revolutionary War did not begin in Philadelphia. 
By 1779 the hO to 1 inflation had taken place. 


The government could tell the counterfeits easily 
ag they even published a description of many of 
them, : 


fhe prevailing system of reckoning had nothing 

to do with the denomination of Continental bills 
as money of account was different in each of five 
areas in the United Colénies. 


The British exchange had nothing to do with the 
fractional pieces and 1/6th of a dollar was 

1 shilling in New England, 1/h in New York, 

1/3 in Penna. etc. 


On May 10, 1775 (not July 23 1775) before Bunker 
Hill the paper money authorization took place 
(as you say in the next column). 


The last sentence is a bit rash. 





2 


2 


2 


1 


Note 2. You say 60 signers were employed. There 
were many more named later by Congress and not 
included in your list. 


This copper plate refers to a certificate and 


not to the Continental Currency. 


Note 7. The vignettes were not copper plates or 
frames. The illustrations were not engraved 
on wood. 


Note 5. A small money sheet was apparently not 
available for you to see. The $7.0 total is a4 

double sheet. There is only one A, one B, and one © 
of each denomination. A double sheet has 12 

fronts and 12 backs and is turned and flipped to 
match upe 


si oe 


Page 2 - December 27, 1963 
Suggestions as to article on Continental Currency by Lynn Glaser 
Page Col. | | 


3457 2 The double sheets contained $72 each and there 
| were 2h,500. 


357 2 The $20 notes say on their face that they were 
printed by Hall & Sellers in Philadelphia. The 
Paul Revere story is a myth. I find no support 
in the article Art in Coinage to the statement, 


358 1 The $20 notes deteriorated because they were 
long and narrow and had to be folded and the 
poor grade of paper could not take it. 


3458 The illustration is not a genuine bill and 
probably from Harper's Magazine. 


358 1 Only some of the Conn. 10/11/77 issue are on 
blue paper. 


3458 2 Bric Newman wishes he had a detector sheet on 
white paper of the May 10, 1775. The sheets of 
that issue are on pink paper and I don't have 
one. I do have a $30 detector on pink paper. 
There is a $20. detaater on. white. 


3456 2 A double sheet has two each. 
358 2 Extra sheets wheal’ have been printed because of 


spoilage,loss or destruction. I presume so the 8389 
\ number is only 156 more than the highest regular 


aumber. | 
3h59 1 A, B, & G fractional notes did not have two varieties. 
3459 1 The composition of the dollar denom, sheet is im- 


possible as you present it. If you would see a 
sheet you would recognize why. : 


3459 1 fhe fractional double sheet is known. T have one 
which is the "outside chance.* 


3459 2 The double sheet of ‘She fraetional notes was not 
the same size as the sheet of lc larger notes, 
because there was no sheet of 12 larger notes. 
It was the size of 2h larger notes. 





= } + -@ 


December 27, 1963 


to article on Continental Curreney by Lynn Glaser 


How could the English and Spanish systems be 


reconciled when New York is 8 shillings to the 
dollar and Pennsylvania 7/6 to the dollar. The 
7/6 rate was not applicable everywhere. 


What New York notes are in the 90ths of a dollar? 
I think you mean Pennsylvania or New Jersey. 


The use of Crown is deceiving as it is money of 
account, not English money. . 


Single sheet has $36. 
The “error™ was only a defective casting of a cut. 
A suit should be filed for pornography. 


The cut was not wood, steel, or copper. It was 
type metal. 


The cuts for whieh Rittenhouse was paid did not 
inelude the vignettes and the logic about border 
and leaf cuts is wrong. The 36 cuts were border cuts. 


Some leaf were on many more than the 1775 Pennsyl- 
vania issues. Others were not on the 1775 issue 
at all. 


Here and in four other following places the idea 
of sheets being spent as a unit is promulgated. 
I believe it has no basis whatsoever and you 
show no evidence, 


The $30 should be in the Feb. 26, 1777 sheet. 


The time of exchange was extended for the 5/20/77 
and )/11/78 issues. 


Sheets or half sheets should be mentioned as 
double sheets or single sheets. 


I have an uneut single sheet of Yorktowns and a 
blue test sheet. 


Page h | | December 27, 1963 


gestions as to article on Continental Currenc 





by Lynn Glaser 


Page Col. 
3h61 2 There were three counterfeit $10 Yorktowns. The 
| recall was also caused by Counterfeit $5, etc. 

3462 1 The revised estimates exist. 
ES 2 taeeine temas 8 8=8The 1775 issue 
had $55,000,000 authorized. Thus the logic is 
wrong as to the numbering even if there was a 
spill over into the 1779 authorization. 


363 f New York is omitted in the guaranteed issues. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Decentec 632 


Dear lir. Newman, 


Thank you for your letter and the information. I cannot completely 
decide what form I should give the the addition material on this 
subject. I dislike all of the formalities inherit in cataloguing,ie., 
pricing and organizing. However, I think I'll write Ken Bressett and 
ask him about letting me do it# for Whitman, failing that I'll do the 
work for NSB. In either event I'll let you see the rough mss for additions 
or corrections. | 


. If I do prepare this for Whitman it wont be a definative catalgoue 
but I think with yourcorrections it should be an accurate one. 


There is no original source fly the Paul Revere story in NUMISMATIC 
ALLY SPRAKING. I think I thok it from the REDBOOK. Even I was mildy 
suspicious ofthat one since I have never seen it discussed in detail in 
any other article and I presume, if there was any authorative information 
on the subject it would have been so treated by now. It seems to me 
that it might be a good time for an article questioning alli of Paul 
Revene's numismatic pretentions. I saw that Whitman article too and 
from the looks of it they don't have any original information on the 


subject. 


I'm becomming suspicous that this last lettermay just have been 
an attempt to initiate me into being more accurate. Actually | think I 
could go a little further to make accuracy a watchword. I can say in my 
own defense that that last Num. News article was as far as I'm concerned 
the least exciting in the series both from a literary standpoint and 
an informative standpoint. There are some better ones in the works. 


I'll get to work and let you see what I come up with as soon as 


T have something. ‘ 
Best 


hv 


fhomTaca, (3 \¥ 


PHILADELPHIA CONSTITUTIONAL GAZETTE 


"Boston. April 25 (1776) We hear that the continental currency 


is received in payments, and passes very freely among the inhebitents of 
the French West-India islands." 


NEW YORK GAZETTE AND WEEKLY MERCURY 


"October 28, 1776 The Gentlemen lately arrived from Georgia have 
brought over some new Dollars, as they are calied, such as are now current 
ail over America. They differ from the old Dollars, the one being a good 
solid Piece of Silver, which would pass for 4s. 6d or 5s. sterling; the other, 
this new sort, is only a Bit of Paper, with ea Copper-Plate Line or two, snd 
signed by Order of the Congress" (Article given under London news dispatches, 
June 27, 1'776) 


April 8, 1965 


Mr. Richard Picker Eric P. Newman 


Dear Dick: 


Your numbers of the May 10, 1775 Continentals show a 
complete spread over the entire number issued. That is tthe same 
as the information I have. 


It seems that the $30 note was printed separately with 
two notes being printed on one sheet, one front and one back 
being printed at one time. 


Your comments concerning the Ethics Committee of the 
A.N.A. are gems. You will recall that John Ford, at the Edu- 
cational Forum, commented on the fact that the Hid of the comm- 
ittee was in jail, guilty or not guilty. It is very similar to 
the so-called forgery meeting which is going to take place in 
Paris this summer. Many will be in attendance who have refused 
to give me information on forgeries which have come their way. 


I don't see why forgeries are necessary when everybody 
can have private issues put out by countries and state the 
limit of the number which will be made but have a few thousand 
identical trials in addition. Perhaps you ought to start a 
do-it-yourself coin enterprise with strikings in papier mache, 
chocolate, K-Ration, plexiglass, leatherette, plastic wood, 
Roquefort...+ee using metal is passe. 


Sincerely, 


P.O-.Box 1020 
St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


EPN/atb 


TEU 


ll ji From the desk of 








DON TAXAY 


Diary of William Pynchon 
June 2, 1781: 


"The marketmen refuse bills of 
the old emissions for provisions; the 
jury men refused it at the Maratime 
Court, here in open Court; the Judge 
declined to take it: and yet this is 
our established currency, established 
by law! O Congress! 0 legislators! 0 
money-makers all! What ails ye?" 


On Mey 18, 1781: 


"The continental currency, old emis- 
sion, passeth no more here." 


On May 28, Pynchon wrote that hak 
hard money was 3-1 at new emission. 


P.O. BOX 123 ALBERTSON 


ER; if d &p. [ NEW YORK 11507 
char 1cKeYr AREA CODE 516 + MAYFAIR 1-0763 


5/7/65 





Dear Eric: 


Sorry not to have done this sooner. The numbers on the one dollar notes, 5/10/75 
that I have are: 6463 16373 20866 27725 ° 48391. I have only one 30 dollar 
note in stock, and the number of that is completely faded out. After Looking 

at the ‘code of ethics' committee for the ANA (March Numismatist, P. 339), with 
the exception of one or two that I know, and those that I don't, the list looks 
more like a group being brought up on charges. And, what's new with you? 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 


on 
oo 


NS Te 


July 19, 1965 


, Aner Sean Numismatic Society 


Broadway at 155th Street 
New York 32, New York 


fttention: Mr. Richard Breaden 
Gentlemens 


In the preveedings of the Numismatic end Anti= — 
quarian Society of Philadelphia,there are two itens in 
which I am interested. | 


There is supposed to be an article on Continental 
Currency,in 1851. There is also supposed to be an gage 
in 1880, velating to the Washington Unity Cent. 

Would you be kind enough to see if these items 
can be located and give me the correct citation and the 


length of each article as well as the author and title, 
af @nyo 


I will be: very appreciative. 
Sincerely yours, 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 
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THE-AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
BROADWAY : BETWEEN ‘15574. anv-1567#-STs- 
NEW -YORK:32, NY. 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 

6450 Cecil Ave., 

St. Louis 5, 

Missouri 

Dear Eric, 


Unfortunately our holdings ofthe 


Proceedings of the Numismatic and Antiquarian 


Society of Philadelphia, do not include the 
years 1880-1881. However, the Union List of 


Serials lists the New York Public Library 
as having all issues from 1866 on. Hoping I 


have been of assistance, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 
Orb 


Richard P. Breaden 
Chief Librarian 


FORM #105 | i 
| July 23,1965 
MEMORANDUM 


TO Mr. Don Taxay ret | FROM Erie P. Newman | 


Dear Dons 


I don't want to load you up on work for me, but 
I find thet A.N.S. does not heve the 1880-1881 Proceedings 
of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphias how- 
ever the New York Public Library does. 


I have learned that there is an article relating 
to the Washington Unity Cent in 1880, and there is supposed to 
be an article on Continental Currency in 1881. 

Would you give me the author, title, and citation, 
and, if they look like they might have the slightest bit of 
data, I could order photocopies. 

I realize you are terribly busy but I wanted you 
to put this on your agenda, as you might be going over there 
at any time on your own work, 

Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 


EPN /atb 


FORM #105 ‘ 


MEMORANDUM 


To Mr. Richard Picker | FROM __Erie Ps Newman 


October 29, 1965 


Deer Diek: 


| I am returning the five pieces of Continental currency 
bearing a Wilson signature. 


ft have checked my own pieces and find that I have other 
Similar signatures on the 1778 and 1779 issues, none of which 
I have felt are genuine signatures of James Wilson. Two of 
yours are definitely intended as a James Wilson Signature but 
the midstroke of the W is short instead of long and the right 
hand stroke of the Wis different from his normal signature, 
I sincerely believe that someone else signed his name with his 
approval. The signatures of J, Wilson, I must assume, are 
those of Joseph Wilson and the three you sent are all signed 
by the same hand.. 


| I am going to put in the book that James Wilson signed 
three issues = the Yorktown, the late 1778 issue, and the 1779 
issue ~ but that, sometimes, his Signature was made by an 
amanuensis. I do not know how else to handle the problem. 


You certainly have been a help in straightening out 
the matter, 


Sincerely, 


See 


EPN /atb 


P.O. BOX 123 ALBERTSON 
- NEW YORK 11507 
1c er AREA CODE 516 e MAYFAIR 1-0O763 


i i J = A , sts een me 
I'd sate! some time on 


or I, cn che: 0 that are 
lly when you see how the ‘o 
— is completely different. 

i for James. The J. WILSON 

a extra flourish, and the ‘ils’ 


a sil cs tn a = hie ae a AY iy 
and ending the same way as on the 


-~ M4 ~ - “ ~ 
authenticator. Anyway, here they 
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Kindest regards, 


incerel 
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P. O. BOX 123 ALBERTSON 


NEW YORK _— 11507 
MAYFAIR 1-O763 
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EDWARD R. BARNSLEY, NUMISMATIST. 


4 
Lo 
American Numismatic Association. 


Fellow, American Numismatic Society. Life Member, 
85-1788. 


Specialist in the State Coinage of Connecticut, 17 


{11 'S: STATE ST.; 


Bs | ) 
A ‘NES 
DE 215 | April 20, 1966 7 NewrTown, PENNA. 
, 30-2098 x | 18940 
ueio ©, Newman, Esq., 
dane GeOn AVEMUS, 
, Lewis, Missoura. 
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S am woren~y_ on oe ev ce-U" tb HOVStSPORS De 
: Peta chad Notes iacued "ace up the heretorore 
“uh otth September, 1788 moot co the Megat (on 
oc th> ath September, 1785." So far have found only the Papers of 
Microfilm Pr Public Pees eel a Bra }oct, Of UNG Net re 
ou ra 4 a <snpidahah ote a located at the independence National 
fAom a oh al A ee & an i hil rs nN = . 
aed sn orc ealeee n Phila adel phia. Do you know of other sources? 
"deen rcha hauaaeaoe a oe 91.600 note, no. 3,759; and the 
v3 TOve, i Loc (ou t 
ve, 0.6 re of ail You know about both of these. If your notes 


erent denominations, I would indeed be 
cpand the illustrations of this important 




















Mite Edward R. Barnsley 
111 South State 
Newtown, Penna. 18910 


Dear Ned: 


In connection with your “et magi ia your Leteey 
of April 20, 1966 concerning the 1785 requisitions, I 
am enclosing the text which I am publishing in my book 
entitled “The Barly Paper Money of America", the type 
for which is now being set. 


If you ean go inte this matter in depth it. 
would be very fascinating, L have illustrations on 
ail Senomtnations Listed, 

if you learn raterus « from the eee of the 
tonkitsemeas Congress, I will be delighted to hear about 
ite | 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, WEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPs /ath 


Josepy E. Frexps, mp., President, 108 Scott Street, Joliet, Illinois 
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PUBLIC RECORDS’ OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT (Vol.2, page 290) 


\Copy of resolution relating to be nee Proof Sheetsm(vol. 2 600290) 
May L7(T Session, 


WR esolved by c. feo ae 
; : That the proof sneste of the late emission of 


Continental money sent into this state by order of congress and -now in | 


the hands of the Treasurer be dispoged of in the following manner,vizs 


To the Governor one sheet,to the chiet ceas of the superior Sours 


one sheet,one to. the gterk of the superior court,one to the Treasurer, 
| to 
and one to the Secretary of this state,one,each county treasurer,one 


to each of the clerks of the County courts,one to each high sheriff 
of a county Within this State,and one to each State Attorney in this 


state,one to eachtowWn glerk in this state,one to each ,ollector of 


=} 


state taxessand the Treasurer is hereby directed to deliver the same 


accordingly,taking proper receipts for the same, The renainder of 


said proofs ghall remain in the custody of the Treasurer until he shall 


receive further orders from this Assembly or from the Governor and 


Couneil of Safety;and that a copy of this resolve shall be lodged 


with the Treasurer for nis direction therein." 





In the Anderson Galleries Sale of January 15, 1930 
the enormous Colonial Paper Money Collection of Dr. 
Joshua I.Cohen, of Baltimore, was sold to the Greenfield 
Village Museum. The catalogue lists every item and has 
substantial information. 3 


There are addenda to the collection consisting of over 
100 autographed letters and documents relating to paper 
currency, the discovery of original plates, ete. 


In addition there is a manuscript written by Dr.Cohen 
entitled "Materials for History of Continental Curreney". 


EPN/atb 
June 22,1962 
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: ) \ Leacock, John, Patton, Reber Simmons, Frtson, Ludeor , 
B ' ~Morris, Anthony, %¥Phyle, Frederick, Strong, Matthew, f 
: Morris, Anthony, Jr.xPennell, J bsg) hein Rae | 
| : : : ‘ i ~ Morri ~/Redman, Jose ‘Shaffer, David, Jr. i 
Names of the Persons appointed to sign the Continental Bills. | oe aoe nd Roberts, Rober ‘Shubart, Michael, 
All, Isaac Coit, Joseph Hazlehurst, Isaac 3 : « Morris, Samuel C., noe vanes Sine Jaane 
: AAG, : . ) ; = ) : ? ; sie | } ; mes J d f 
® Adcock, William, fy Comegys, Cornelius, Hillegas, Michael, 7 Ne Gry trees ba ee ane DB Reed J ne ‘Thompson, James, 
\ Aisquith, William, | Cox, Paul, ~— Howell, Isaac, : se ta oe ? x Rush, William, © — Tybout, Andrew, es 
— Ash, James Gather~Rebert; ~Hubley, Adam i eae coe 11s R James «- Tuckniss, Robert f 
Alexander, Charles Colladay, William, —/Howard, John, i 7 Masters, eer 4 Sy Ham on iD eslaaseeas Bane = 
Barclay, Thomas, — ) Cist, Charles >¢ Hardy, William ee Tete Pacis Ranicoy Willain, qe te etone a 
Bunner, Andrew, > Craig, William, + Hazlehurst, Robert, 3 ee = Ballers’ Samuel ; 2 Thorn William, | 
-~ Barnes, Cornelius, Douglass, William, © Hammond, William, i oS Mullen chet Te allers: a an — Whelan, Israel, ' 
- = Bond, Phineas, Dokelle James, $¢ Humphreys, Richard, : | Manaite - Jacow Wsincigh: Peter” [—Williams, John, 
Bond, George 7 Donellan, Thomas, (3 Helm, John ) oe , eaalt ~ Webb, William 
Boyd, John, é Donnell, N athaniel, Hazlewood, i ohn, ; : Me ee ere lien Wharton, James, i 
Barrel, Thomas, Y Donald, Nathaniel, --Jacobs, Benjamin, : Ne al ‘Themis. ew pha Te, ~ Watkins, Joseph, | 
© Barney, John, « Duncan, David, © Johnson, Rinaldo, 7 3 ap i Jobe ey Tale : Watkins, Joseph, Jr., 
© Brook:, Clement, ~Hivans, Joel * @ Johnson, Horatio, * i Nichomon, Sera NU alte Wolsh’ Georme oe 
X Bedford Gunning +Evans, Robert i * Nichols, Samuel, ears ae Pp. © Walker Tae u f 
: ) ’ - ? ’ ‘ a : ehe as A cer | 
id Bright, George, % Ellis, Joseph H., Jones, Robert Strettle, i a vue ue a Smith, Teeathan B.xWalter, Josephs 
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ey ae ect ee ’ 2 aa hee: T ae - ear a > Pia iscces John, >€Snowden, Joseph, | ‘Wistar, Daniel, ap 
ollins, Stephen, - foulke, Judah, -Kalghn, John, “% ' ne Packar Joo - Young. John, Jr. 
ae sez, ; . . . *y. : so ) Pp a D> ’ ? ‘ 
=Car, Rg Lav, "Kis, Pil | “set Speen, “oun Ma | 
b] ’ ~ : Just fae 4 : F 
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Cromwell, Richard, rhe » Sv Loughead, James, 1 * Sheaffe ‘ William 
‘© Carroll, Daniel, ~ Garrison, Nicholas, > Leiper, Thomas, : : , } m 
Creery, Dennis, Grifiths, John, .* Lardner, John, ‘ : . x Ko ¥S on, Yames 
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BALTIMORE, March 4 
TO TF HE FU BLI SC. 
In CONGRESS, January 15, 1777- 

ESOLVED, that the Continental Treafurer 
be mmpowered and dirctted to borrow money on 
oan-Office certificates; that che fame be counterfiga- 
ed by the Auditor General for the rime being. 
RESOLVED, Febraary 2%, 1777:> 

That all certisicates Maing after rhe firft emifiun, be 
figned by Michaei Hillegas, Efq; Treaiurer, or Sa- 
muel Hi'legas, and ccucierfigncd agreeab‘e to the refo 
lutions of Cong-ets, of the g4of O2tober, 1775, aod 
agth January, 1777. 

RESOLVED, February 26, 1777- 

That an inte-eRof SIX PER CENTS. per an- 
num, be allowed on a!! fuch tums of mony a'ready her- 
rowed, aod lirs4ted to be borrowed, on L.oan-O%ice 
certificates, although (och certifica:es mention only a0 

intereft of four peg cenrum, per annum. 

Extra? from the Mihutet. 
(Signed) CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary. 
Batimore, March $. 1777- 

The Continental T:ea‘urer,in obec« ace othe above 
refointions, begs leave to acquaint the Public, thar he 
is ready to rzceive on loan, io behalf of the United 
States, any ums of money not Sefs than two hyaired 
dollars, that may be brought him at his office io. Mar- 
ket fircer. 

All Printers of news pavers in the United Srafts, 
are requefted ro infert the abcve refolutions and adver- 
tifement in thelr papers, for one month. 

M. HiILLEGAS, Con. Treafarer. 


SIGNERS of the Continental BILLS of CRE- 
DIT, appointed by CONG ESS, at Balrimore, 
besweea .he 26:4 December, 1776, aad 17th Fe- 
brua'y, 1777: 

\V ILLI4M ASQUITH, Jon Griffith, Hercaly$ 

Cou-tenay, J ‘hn Cockey, James Kelfo, Richard 

Cromwell, James Catheun, George Welth, Theadore 

Barrell, Trnonas Donne!lan, John Boyd, Benjania 

Levy, Samael Hillcgas, Witham Govert, Becfrmin 

Bran-0n, William Gib’on, fbn Piiipot, Richard 

Johns, Robert Dorfzy, Mark Alexander, Jaha Dorfey, 

Edward Gaither, William Youog, George Patterlon, 

Richard Striveer, Samuel Stringer Coa'e, Rinalco 

Johafon, Sain: George Peale, Juleph Gaither. Zacha- 

sirah Maccubbie, Dennis Griffith, James Franklin, 

John Barney, Hans Creery, Clement Brook, Woiliam 

}iemmoed, James Walker, Horatio johafon, Joha | 

Taylor, Aquila Norris, Darby Lux, Daniel Carrol. 

Extra® from the Miautes. 
CHARLES THOMSON, Secreta: y. 
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DESCRIPTION | 


PareweteSeprir BTL 


a Which-were done in Imitation of the True Ones ordered by the Honorable 
& | the CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, 
Bearing Date 20th May, 1777, and tith April, 1778. 


’ | 3 | ie HT Dollar Bill, dated May 20, 1777, figned Jn. Taylor and Aq. Norris, is done from a~ ~ _ 
_. more d ? 





perplate, the Letters of which are not only irregular, but by having been engraved, appear 

: : icate than in the true Bills, which are done with Type, have a fmaller afpect, efpecially. in 
s ‘the Words “ Spani/h milled, Silver, Philadelpbia,” 8&c.—The Figures 1777, as well on the back as 

—_ the front, appear lefs than in the true Bills.—In the Border at the Top of the Bull over the Words 

: << United States,” the two L’s in the Word “Dollars” are more irregular and more from a itraight ~~ 
7 ~ Line than in the true Bills. | — 

a Six Dollar Bills, dated May 20, 1777, figned Jn. Taylor and Aq. Norris, or R.SmithandA =) 
~. __ MsCallifter, or G. Young and C. Lewis, are alfo done from a Copper late, the Lettersof whichap- 
'.. pear for the fame Reafon more delicate than in the true Bills, and CE ae ined wietOlats particulgrly ~~ 

|» the Word “entitles,” which ftands ‘higher than the reft of the line, and the V in the Word “ Vavue 
~ is placed too high and not on a line with the reft of the Word.— After the Words * Six Do 
a bates the Device in the true Bills there is a full top, in the Counterfeits there is none —-On the. 
"of the Bill the Leaf is much plainer in the Counterteits thaa in the true Bills, the Letters there 
*— __ alfo more delicate, and the Figures ** 1777” have a fmaller Appearance than in the genuine fills. 
Forty Dollar Bill, dated April 11, 1778, figned D. Reintzel and S. Bryfon, or D. Reintzel and J. 
Snowden, done from a Copperplate, of which the fame Remark may be made as to the Delicacy or 
Neatnets of the Letters as in the preceeding Defcriptions. —Yet the whole of the Letters in the Words ‘ 
“ Tue Unirep States,” in the top Border of the Bill, appear ftronger, tho’ not fo uniform or fo 4 
3 well fhaped as thofe in the true Bills.—In the Border at the right hand (or end) of the Counterfeit Bill 
© the Words “FORTY Dotzars” (which are in white Letters) are ill done, befides having an E initead 
of an F in the fame.—The larger Leaf on the Back of the true Bills having befide the Branch at the up- 
_ per end, five Branches on each Side of the Stem, the lowermott of which are not very plain and fmail- 
ae er than the reft ; the two laft mentioned are entirely omitted in thefe Counterfeits. 7 aa 
| _ Another fpecies of the Forty Dollar Bills of thefame date, figned D. Reintzel and J. Snowden, alfo ee 
done from aCopperplate, of which the fame Remark may be made as to the Delicacy or Neatnefsof the | 
_ Letters as in the former Defcriptioas, The Letters however in the whole of the Bill are very irregu- 
~ __Iar, feveral being larger than the adjoining ones, and almoft all the lines crooked, fome being placed 
too highand otherstoolow. In the Border at the right Hand of the Counterfeit Bill the white Letters 
ae = ed a te — _ eS sere dS Dios. 
~ Another Counterfeit Forty Dollar Bill, dated 11th April, 17738, 1s ligned J."Duntan and x. Da= 
vis, (who by the bye were never figners of Continental Money) the Back of which appears as if 
_ done from a Copperplace, and the Words in the front as if done with Types ; the Borders:and De- 
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